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LETTER 


Not for 


pubtiestion NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 
No. 1596 Washington, D. C. August 11, 1956 
Special N.C.A. Committees Named for Reappraisal 
Drosophila Control 


The second of two reports on Dro- 
sophila control which is concerned 
with the control of this insect on to- 
matoes after harvest in the field, at 
receiving stations and at the canning 
plant, was mailed this week to proc- 
essors of tomatoes. 

The awaited action of the Food and 
Drug Administration was taken with 
the publication in the Federal Register 
of August 9, of tolerances for the 
postharvest use of piperonyl butoxide, 
pyrethrins, and allethrin. 

Additional copies of the reports on 
Drosophila control are available upon 
request to the N.C.A. Raw Products 
Research Bureau. 


Snap Beans for USDA 


USDA has announced purchase of 
327,875 cases of canned green snap 
beans for distribution under the Na- 
tional School Lunch Program and has 
issued invitations to offer additional 
quantities. 


The canned green beans must be 
cut style round type of the 1956 pack, 
meeting the requirements of Grade A. 
Offers may be submitted for beans 
packed in No. 10, No. 2, or No. 303 
cans; however, No. 10 cans are pre- 
ferred. Delivery is required during 
the period Sept. 10—October 8. 

Offers should be submitted to the 
Fruit and Vegetable Division, Agri- 
cultural Marketing Service, U. S. Do- 
partment of Agriculture, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C., not later than 5 p.m. 
EDT August 15 for acceptance not 
later than August 24. 

All of the canned green beans pur- 
chased by USDA under the announce- 
ment of July 13 were in No. 10 cans. 
The purchase price ranged from 
53.1375 to $3.80 per case for West 
Coast purchases and from $3.75 to 
54.375 in other areas. Transporta- 
tion costs were given consideration in 
making acceptances and all of these 
prices are exclusive of cash discounts. 

USDA announced that additional 
quantities were offered under the July 
13 announcement but not at acceptable 
prices. 


of Association Activities and 1958 Convention Plans 


Final acceptances of appointments to two special N.C.A. committees 
authorized at the last meeting of the Board of Directors have been 


received. 


Domestic Sygar Quotas 


USDA has announced four in- 
creases in the total sugar quotas for 
the continental United States for 
1956. The most recent increase, an- 
nounced August 7, raises the year's 
quotas to 8,675,000 short tons, raw 
value. The final 1955 quotas totaled 
8,400,000 tons. 


Sugar requirements and quotas for 
1956 were established in December, 
1955, at 8,350,000 tons. This total 
was increased to 8,450,000 tons on 
May 1. After the quota provisions of 
the Sugar Act were amended, the total 
was increased to 8,575,000 tons on 
June 22. Further increases of 50,000 
tons each were announced July 26 and 
August 7. 


USDA said the change in the 
quotas, increasing the amount of 
sugar available for marketing in the 
continental U. S., is being made in 
accordance with provisions of the 
Sugar Act which call for adjustments 
during the year as needed to provide 
adequate supplies at prices that are 
fair to both producers and consumers. 


International Tin Agreement 


The International Tin Agreement 
became operative July 1 and the first 
meeting of the International Tin 
Council was held in London July 2-6. 


The Agreement came into force upon 
its ratification by 5 tin-producing 
countries—the Belgian Congo and Ru- 
anda-Urundi, Bolivia, Indonesia, Ma- 
laya, and Nigeria—and 12 tin-con- 
suming countries—Australia, Bel- 
gium, Canada, Denmark, Ecuador, 
France, India, Israel, Korea, The 
Netherlands, Spain, and the United 
Kingdom. 

The State Department announced 
in 1954 that the United States would 
not sign the Agreement. It was an- 
nounced simultaneously that the U. S. 

(Please turn to page 277) 


The first of these is the committee 
to reappraise the Association’s activi- 
ties and to report to the Board at its 
next meeting. The committee is to de- 
termine and report on the member- 
ship’s evaluation of each of the ac- 
tivities in which the Association is 
now engaged. This report would en- 
able the members of the Board to rep- 
resent members’ views more effectively 
when allocating the Association’s in- 
come for each of the activities in- 
cluded in the budget. President 
William U. Hudson announces the 
appointment and acceptance of the 
following: 


REAPPRAISAL COMMITTEE 


Louis Ratzesberger, Jr., The Illinois 
Canning Co., Hoopeston, III., Chair- 
man 


A. L. Bilgore, David Bilgore & Co., 
Inc., Clearwater, Fla. 


W. F. Dietrich, Green Giant Company, 
LeSueur, Minn. 

Peter M. Filice, Filice and Perrelli 
Canning Co., Inc., Richmond, Calif. 

S. E. W. Friel, S. E. W. Friel, Queens- 
town, Md 

John Hauser, The C. H. Musselman 
Co., Biglerville, Pa. 

Leon C. Jones, J. R. Simplot Co., Cald- 
well, Idaho 

George C. Seybolt, Wm. Underwood 
Co., Watertown, Mass. 

John Suerth, Gerber Products Co., 
Fremont, Mich. 

H. L. Wedertz, Lakeside Packing Co., 
Manitowoc, Wis. 
The other special committee au- 

thorized by the Board is to assist the 

(Please turn to page 276) 


Legislative Summary 

The history, current status, 
and principal provisions of se- 
lected legislation of interest to 
the canning industry are pre- 
sented in a “Legislative Sum- 
mary—84th Congress” begin- 
ning on page 278. 


Information Letter 


Apples and — 

Stocks and Shipments 
Reports on canners’ carryover stocks 
and season shipments of canned ap- 


ples and applesauce have been issued 
by the N. C. A. Division of Statistics. 


CANNED APPLES 
1954-55 1955-56 
(basis 6/10) 
Carryover, Aug. 1 147,300 =: 1,088,302 
4,700,302 3,586,066 
Total supply............ 4,856,782 4,624,068 
Stocks, Aug. I. 1,038,302 *988, 500 
Shipments during July... . 254,526 241,033 


Shipments, Aug. I-Aug. 1. 3,818,480 3,636,300 


* Btocks consist of 1,083,917 actual cases, com- 
prising 602,725 6/10's, 384,335 24/2's, and 6,857 
cases of miscellaneous container sizes. Carryover 
from 1956 pack into 1056-57 season. 


APPLESAUCE 
1954-55 1955-56 
(actual cases) 
Carryover, Aug. 11 540,618 2,423,750 
15,204,224 13,476,807 
Total supply. ........... 15,834,842 15,900,647 
Stocks, Aug. 1111. 2,423,750 *1,833,641 
Shipments during July. 778, 874,534 


oe 024 
Shipments, Aug. l-Aug. 1. 13,411,002 14,067,006 
* Carryover from 1956 pack into 1056-57 season. 


Special N.C.A. Committees 
(Concluded from page 275) 


N. C. A. officers in working out ar- 
rangements for the 1958 Convention, 
particularly arrangements with the 
co-sponsors—the National Food Bro- 
kers Association and the Canning 
Machinery and Supplies Association. 
This committee is not to be confused 
with the 1957 Convention Program 
Committee, which is advising and rec- 
ommending details for celebrating the 
50th anniversary of the N.C.A. Mem- 
bers of the new committee are: 


1958 CONVENTION ARRANGEMENTS 
COMMITTEE 


B. E. Richmond, Richmond-Chase Co., 
San Jose, Calif., Chairman 


R. C. Cosgrove, Green Giant Com . 
LeSueur, Minn. — 
11 The Krier Preserving Co., 
Igium, Wis. 
Norman W. Merrill, Blue Lake Pack- 
ers, Inc., Salem, Ore. 
Francis J, Miller, Curtice Brothers 
Co., Rochester, N. Y. 
George B. Morrill, Jr., Burnham & 
Morrill Co., Portland, Me. 
W. Ennis Parker, Pomona Products 
„ Griffin, Ga. 
O. E. Seegelken, California Packi 
Corp., San Francisco, Calif. * 
E. B. Woodworth, Hawaiian Pine- 
apple Co., Ltd., San Jose, Calif. 


Farm Cost Bulletin Issued 


A bulletin summarizing results of 
studies of farm costs and returns on 
27 types and sizes of farm operations 
in the major farming areas of the 
United States has been published by 
the Agricultural Research Service of 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture. 


Changes in net farm income and re- 
turns to the operator of the farms 
studied—dairy, corn belt, tobacco, cot- 
ton, spring wheat, winter wheat, sheep 
and cattle—are discussed in the bul- 
letin which also presents in tabular 
form comparative figures for 1955 
and the past several years with aver- 
ages for the 1987-41 and 1947-49 
periods for land, crops, yields, live- 
stock, tractors, capital, cash receipts, 
operating costs, and income, 

The publication, Agriculture Infor- 
mation Bulletin No. 158, may be ob- 
tained from the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. 8. Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington 25, D. C., for 
40 cents. 


Dietetics Scholarship 


Friends and associates at Gerber 
Products Company have set up a 
dietetics scholarship as a memorial 
to the late Dr. Lillian Storms Coover. 
Dr. Coover died in an automobile ac- 
cident last February. She served as 
nutritionist and director of research 
for Gerber Products Company for 15 
years and from 1945 on continued as 
consultant for the company’s research 
committee. Mrs. Coover was presi- 
dent of the American Dietetic Asso- 
ciation during 1950-51. In 1954 she 
received the highest award given by 
the Dietetic Association, the Marjorie 
Hulsizer Copher Award. 


The scholarship has been set up at 
Iowa State College for majors in 
dietetics. The first $300 scholarship 
has been awarded. 


McCall's 


Canned soups are featured in the 
article entitled “Cold Soups” in the 
July McCall's magazine. 


“There’s no more delicious way to 
start a summer meal than with a good 
cold soup. In fact, a good cold soup 
along with some toasted crackers 
makes an excellent luncheon all by it- 
self,” says the author, Mimi Atwater 
of the McCall's food staff. 


Miss Atwater gives seven soup reci- 
pes in which canned carrot juice, 
shrimp, consomme, tomato juice, and 
chicken are used. About the recipes 
she says, “All are quick and easy to 
do, and all perfection!” 


The American Weekly — 


“Fruit-packed beauties to enjoy 
away or at home”, says Amy Alden, 
Food Editor of The American Weekly 
magazine, in her subtitle of the article 
“Pies for the Picnic”. It appeared in 
the July 15 issue of the magazine. 

Miss Alden featured the recipes 
for Peach Pie, Pear-Rhubarb Pie, and 
Apple-Cherry Tarts. Canned peaches, 
pears, apples, and cherries were used. 


Woman’s Home Companion 


An article in the July issue of 
Woman's Home Companion magazine 
will feature canned foods in the reci- 
pes and in the attractive color photo- 
graph that accompanies it. 


“Cold Casseroles for Summer—No 
Baking Needed” is the title. Sylvia 
Schur, food editor, opens the article 
by stating, “The East Coast popular- 
ized the casserole dinner as an easy 
informal way to entertain. Here’s a 
brand-new idea for summer: cas- 
seroles that are chilled instead of 
baked. Assemble these refreshing 
one-dish meals in the cool of the morn- 
ing, serve them right from the refrig- 
erator. Tempting flavors are pre- 
served in sauces slightly thickened 
with gelatin.” 

The five casserole recipes include 
the following canned foods: cream of 
chicken and cream of mushroom 
soups, beef consomme, chicken, green 
beans, pimientos, carrots and peas, 
catsup, tomatoes, tomato sauce, 
shrimp, deviled ham, and corn. 


American Home 


In the July issue of American Home 
magazine is the article “Take A Can, 
Package, Jar ... And Take A Picnic” 
by June Towne, food director. 

In her introduction, Mrs. Towne 
says, “I’ve eaten and learned to enjoy 
some of the fanciest of dishes, but I 
have yet to find anything that satis- 
fies like picnic food. 

“When I was a child, our family 
picnics never consisted of tired old 
sandwiches doled out of paper bags. 
Each picnic was planned. There was 
a menu, and the food was checked off 
as it was packed for the trip. Cans, 
packages, and jars made the whole 
process a cinch.” 

One of the colored 82 of 
beach scenes illustrating the article 
shows cans, jars, and packages spread 
for a picnic. Recipes, also illustrated 
with color photographs, follow. 
Canned crab meat, tuna, and red sour 
cherries are used in the recipes. 
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Family Circle 


Grace White, food editor, presents 
a section of “Hot Weather Specials” 
in the August issue of Family Circle 
magazine. Many canned foods are 
used in the section presenting soup, 
salad, and sandwich recipes. 

The recipe featured in the first 
article, Serve A Crisp Green Salad” 
uses canned shrimp and tuna. The 
next article, of 13 salad recipes, has 
10 canned foods. 

“Help Yourself to Soup and Sand- 
wiches,” is the third article of the 
series. This includes canned bean, 
vegetable, Scotch broth, cream of pea, 
chicken gumbo, tomato, consom 
cream of chicken, bouillon, cream 
mushroom, and cream of celery soups. 
Other canned foods used are tomato 
juice, vegetable juice, tuna, corn, and 
deviled ham. 


Each article is attractively illus- 
trated with color photographs. 


Charm 


Sixteen canned foods are recom- 
mended and pictured in a colored, 
illustrated five-page feature article 
in the August issue of Charm maga- 


zine, 

Written by Charlotte Adams, food 
editor, the feature carries the title 
“Cool Meals in Minutes,” and points 
up the purchasing opportunities for 
summer shopping arising from the 
increasing number of delicatessens 
and specialty food shops, that are 
springing up in department stores, 
railroad and bus terminals and within 
short distances from office buildings. 

A number of menu combinations 
are listed, with instructions for prep- 
aration. Silhouette illustrations in 
both black and white and color show 
the containers involved and table set- 
tings of the finished menus. 


Ladies’ Home Journal 


The August issue of Ladies’ Home 
Journal magazine carries an article 
entitled “Summer Shelf Magic,” that 
uses canned foods in each of its 
recipes. 

“Have you wished you could 
wave a wand, in summer, and pro- 
duce a meal? Here’s our idea of the 
next best thing—delicious, easy dishes, 
based on kitchen-cupboard ingredients, 
to inspire the warm-weather cook,” 
al the author, Nancy Crawford 


Consomme Madrilene and clams are 
featured in the first course recipe, 


about which the author “Jellied 
soups are one of summer’s most de- 
lectable traditions—.” Two main 


course recipes use tuna and deviled 
ham; the salad includes tongue and 
mushrooms; and the dessert includes 
apricots. 


Family Weekly Magazine 


The August 12 issue of Family 
Weekly devotes the food section to 
“Meal on a Plate.” The $10 prize 
winning recipe is “Sea-Food Salad 
Supreme” and uses canned crab meat, 
shrimp, lobster and tuna. Food editor 
Melanie De Proft uses canned beets 
and onions in other recipes in the 
section. 

The food section of the August 19 
issue is on salads. One of the prize 
winning recipes is for “Tart-Cherry 
Salad Mold” and calls for canned 
— and red tart pitted cher- 

es. 


Family Weekly magazine is a Sun- 
day supplement magazine distributed 
nationally with approximately 85 


* of Glass Containers 
Shipments of containers for 
uring the half of 1956 ex- 


aa slightly the volume shipped 


of the Census, U Department of 
1068 1080 

* (thousands of gross) 
fruit jars and jelly glasses)... 17,082 17,147 
6,144 0.20 


International Tin Council 
(Concluded from page 275) 


will hold off the market the excess tin 
stocks it holds and expects to acquire. 

The Agreement is designed to stabi- 
lize the price of tin and to assure 
an adequate supply. The Interna- 
tional Tin Council, which was pro- 
vided for in the Agreement, has au- 
thority to buy when the world market 
price is below the floor price fixed 
by the Agreement and to sell when 
the market price is high. 

The Agreement also provides for 
a buffer stock of tin to be established 
by contributions from producing coun- 
tries. The contributions may be wholly 
= or partly in cash and partly 


The International Tin Council has 
announced that the producing coun- 
tries had indicated their intention of 
making their initial contributions to 
the buffer stock, due September 15, 
mainly in cash. The Council also 
stated that its estimates of world tin 
supply and demand indicated an ap- 
proximate balance during 1956. 


Shipments of Metal Cans 


Shipments of metal cans for fruit 
and vegetable products, fish and sea 
food, and meat and poultry during the 
first half of 1956 exceeded the volume 
shipped during the same period of 
1955, on the basis of a report by the 
Bureau of the Census, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, 


Shipments of cans for fruits, vege- 
tables, and juices were up 17 percent 
over shipments during the first six 
months last year. Shipments of cans 
for fish and sea food were 15 percent 
larger than the same period last year. 
Shipments of cans for meat and poul- 
try during the first half of this year 


Canners Technician Schools 


The two regional technician schools 
for instruction in the Howard mold 
count on tomato products were held 
a this year in Indiana and New 


The school sponsored by the Indi- 
ana Canners Association was held at 
Purdue University, Lafayette, Ind., 
July 11 through 21. The school was 
attended by 72 analysts representing 
34 canning firms in Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky, and Colo- 


The school sponsored by the New 
York Canners and Freezers Associa- 
tion was held at the Geneva Experi- 
ment Station, July 25 through August 
3. The school was attended by 20 
analysts representing 13 canning 
firms in New York and Pennsylvania. 

The instruction was conducted by 
the Microanalytical Division of the 
N.C.A. Washington Laboratories, with 
representatives of the research lab- 
oratories of the American Can Com- 
pany and the Continental Can Com- 
pany 
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Information Letter 


Legislative Summary—84th Congress 


The 84th Congress adjourned sine die July 28. If the the 85th 
84th Congress were to be reconvened by the President for January 3, 1957. 


a special legislative session this fall, legislation would be 
considered in its status as of July 28. Otherwise, with 
adjournment, all bills which failed of enactment are dead; 
and to receive consideration, they must be introduced in 


AGRICULTURAL TRADE DEVELOPMENT 


Congress twice amended P. L. 480 
(83d Congress) so as to increase the 
amount of federal money that may 
be obligated for the exportation of 
surplus agricultural commodities. 
P. T. 387 (1955) raised the authoriza- 
tion from $700 million to $1.5 billion 
and P. L. 962 (1956) raised this to 

billion. P. L. 480 is due to expire 

une 30, 1957. 


ALASKA Fisn Nets 


P. L. 12 affirms the authority of the 
Fish and Wildlife Service to regu- 
late the placing of set nets in Alaska 
waters (see INFORMATION LETTER of 
March 12, 1955, page 149). 


ALASKAN FISHERIES 


No action was taken on legislation 
to transfer supervision of Alaskan 
fish and game from the Interior De- 
partment to the Territorial Govern- 
ment. 

ANTI-MERGER LEGISLATION 


The House passed legislation which 
would require prenotification of cer- 
tain mergers and permit preliminary 
8 to restrain mergers. The 
bill was approved by the Senate Ju- 
diciary Committee but was not acted 
on by the Senate. ’ 


ANTITRUST LAW STUDIES 


The Senate Judiciary r 
Subcommittee held hearings in 195 
and 1956 on enforcement of the anti- 
trust laws, with emphasis on distri- 
bution practices, such as pricing, meet- 
ing of competition, 188 limits, 
cost justification, and brokerage al- 
lowances; the relationship of the vari- 
ous antitrust laws; and the effects of 
concentration and mergers on compe- 
tition. Under the chairmanship of 
Senator O’Mahoney (Wyo.), the sub- 
committee conducted hearings on meat 
packer-food processor operations and 
chain store buying. 


ANTITRUST PENALTIES 


P. L. 135 increases from $5,000 to 
$50,000 the maximum criminal penal- 
ties which may be imposed for viola- 
tions of Sections 1, 2, and 3 of the 
Sherman Act (see INFORMATION LET- 
Ter of July 2, 1955, page 247). 


ANTITRUST SuITs 
P. L. 187 amends the Clayton Act 
so as to allow the United States, as 
the largest single purchaser of goods 
and services from private corpora- 


tions, to recover actual damages for 
injuries to its business or prope 
arising out of violations of the anti- 
trust laws, and further amends the 
Clayton Act so as to provide a uni- 
form statute of limitations of four 
rs for actions to recover damages 
rought either by the United States 
or by private parties (see INFORMA- 
TION LetTer of July 2, 1955, page 


247). 
APPLE PRICES 


The President vetoed legislation 
which would have prohibited publica- 
tion by the USDA of any prediction 
with respect to apple prices. 


CCC BorrowincG 


Congress twice increased the bor- 
rowing capacity of the Commodity 
Credit Corporation so as to enable 
the CCC to meet its price support ob- 
ligations. The borrowing authority 
had been increased from $8.5 billion 
to $10 billion in 1954. P. L. 344 (1955) 
raised this to $12 billion and P. L. 
864 (1956) raised this to $14 billion. 


CORPORATE AND Excise TAx 
EXTENSION 


P. L. 458 extends for one year— 
until April 1, 1957—the normal tax 
rate of 30 percent on corporation in- 
come. The same law also extends 
for a year the excise tax rate on pas- 
senger cars, trucks, truck trailers, 
auto parts and accessories, a 
diesel fuel, and special motor fuels. 


Customs SIMPLIFICATION 


P. L. 927 revises the method by 
which the value of imported merchan- 
— is determined for customs evalua- 

on. 


DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT 


Con twice amended and ex- 
tended the Defense Production Act, 
which contains authorization for set- 
aside orders and provides for loan 

arantees by government neies. 

. L. 295 (1955) extended the Act 
through June 30, 1956, and P. L. 632 
1 extends it through June 30, 


DurUM WHEAT ACREAGE 


Congress twice acted to achieve a 
small increase in the production of 
durum wheat for one . P. L. 8 

1955) and P. L. 481 (1956) authorized 
the Secretary of Agriculture to in- 
crease the farm marketing and 
acreage allotments for t season 
crops of class II durum wheat. 


which will be convened at noon on 


A detailed summary of legislative activity of the First 
Session of the 84th Congress was published in the INron- 
MATION LeTrTer of Sept, 3, 1955. Following is a summary 
of the history, current status, and principal provisions 
of selected legislation of interest to the canning industry: 


FDA CHEMICAL ADDITIVES 


At hearings held by the House In- 
terstate Commerce Committee the 
N.C.A. supported legislation to regu- 
late the use of chemical additives in 
foods. However, the Committee did 
not consider the subject and no action 
was taken (see INFORMATION LETTER 
of Feb. 11, 1956, page 125). 


FDA CODIFICATION 


The House passed a bill to revise 
codify, and enact into law Title 21 
of the U. 8. Code entitled “Food, 
Drugs, and Cosmetics” but the Senate 
Judiciary Committee took no action 
on the bill. 


FDA ImiTatTion Foop 


No action was taken on legislation 
to prohibit the interstate — — 
of any “imitation” of a standard 
food product, even though the imita- 
tion is plainly labeled as such. 


FDA RULE-MAKING 


P. L. 905 simplifies the procedures 
for establishing and amending FDA 
regulations (see INFORMATION Urn 
of July 14, 1956, page 255). 


Farm Lasor 


No action was taken on legislation 
to provide for amortization deductions 
with respect to housing facilities for 
agricultural workers. 


FARM WORKERS TRANSPORTATION 


P. L. 939 provides for ICC regula- 
tion of interstate transportation of 
migrant agricultural workers (see IN- 
FORMATION LETTER of July 28, 1956, 
page 265). 


Fish AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
REORGANIZATION 


P. L. 1024 provides for reorganiza- 
tion of the Fish and Wildlife Service 
expands and extends a program of 
fishery research and market develo 
ment, and creates a $10 million fish- 
eries loan fund (see story, page 280). 


FisHery EDUCATICN 


P. L. 1027 authorizes annual a 
poepetations of $550,000 for gran 

universities to promote the training 
of scientists and technicians in the 
commercial fishing field and $375,000 
for vocational education in the fish- 
ery trades and industry and distribu- 
tive occupations, 
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GASOLINE Tax 


P. L. 466 relieves farmers from fed- 
eral excise tax on fuel used on the 
farm for farming (see INFORMATION 
Letrer of April Se, 1956, page 191). 


GOVERNMENT REORGANIZATION 


P. L. 16 extends from April 1, 1955, 
to June 1, 1957, the authority of the 
President to reorganize the executive 
departments and agencies of the fed- 
eral government through “reorganiza- 
tion plans” subject to disapproval by 
either house of Congress. 


ImPporT QUOTAS 


No action was taken on bills to 
establish an import quota mechanism. 


MARKETING ORDERS—CRANBERRIES 


The House Agriculture Committee 
approved and the House passed a bill 
to bring cranberries for canning un- 
der the orders provisions of the - 
cultural et, 
but no action on the bill was taken in 
the Senate. The N. C. A. opposed the 
legislation (see INFORMATION LETTER 
of July 14, 1956, page 255). 


MARKETING ORDERS—POTATOES 


No action was taken on bills to 
establish a national marketing con- 
trol including potatoes for canning. 


MEXICAN FARM LABOR PROGRAM 


P. L. 319 extends for 3% years 
through June 30, 1958—the authori- 
zation for importation of Mexican na- 
tionals for employment in agriculture. 
The law also relieves employers of 
double liability for the expense of re- 
turning a worker to Mexico once the 
employer has paid for such movement. 


MILITARY PROCUREMENT 


The House passed a bill to limit 
authority of the federal government 
to make negotiated purchases, but the 
Senate Armed Services Committee 
took no action. 


ORGANIZATION FOR TRADE COOPERATION 


The House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee approved a bill to authorize 
United States participation in the Or- 
ganization for Trade Cooperation, 
which is intended primarily to pro- 
vide permanent arrangements for the 
administration of the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade (see IN- 
FORMATION LETTER of March 26, 1955, 
page 167). However, the House d 
not act on the bill, nor did the Senate. 


PHILIPPINE TRADE AcT 


P. L. 196, the Philippine Trade 
Agreement Extension Act of 1955, 
authorized the President to enter into 
a revised trade agreement with the 
Philippine Republic, ending duty-free 
trade between the two countries on 
January 1, 1956 (see INFORMATION 
Letrer of Sept. 10, 1955, page 303). 


PouLTRY INSPECTION 


Hearings were held by the Senate 
and House Agriculture Committees on 
bills providing for compulsory ins 
tion of poultry products by the USDA, 

it no action was taken. 


Price SUPPORTS 


Legislation providing for manda- 
tory 11 * 7 basic 
crops a reent o was 
veined b the’ President. PP. i. 540 
left flexible price 9 in existi 
— and inaugura’ the soil 
plan. 

RENEGOTIATION 


P. L. 870 extends the Renegotiation 
* of 1951 through December 31, 


ROBINSON-PATMAN ACT 


The House passed a bill to narrow 
the application of the “ faith” 
defense to a charge of price discrimi- 
nation, The bill was approved by the 
Senate Judiciary Committee but was 
not acted on by the Senate (see INFoR- 
De Letrer of June 30, 1956, page 


SMALL BusINEss Acr 


P. L. 268 extends the Small Busi- 
ness Administration through June 30, 
1957, and increased the maximum per- 
missible SBA loan from $150,000 to 


This legislation has the effect of 
continuing the program under which 
“small business” has certain prefer- 
ence in government procurement. 


Social SECURITY 


P. L. 880 extends coverage of the 
social security program, lowers to 62 
the age at which women may receive 
old-age and widow benefits under cer- 
tain conditions, and provides disabil- 
ity insurance benefits at age 50. 

To finance the additional benefits 
the OASI tax on the first $4,200 of 
wages will be raised to 2% percent for 
employers and 2% percent for em- 
1 on January 1, 1957. This rate 
s to be continued through 1959 and 
is to be raised to 2% percent in 1960, 
to 3% percent in 1965, to 3% percent 
in 1970, and to 4% percent in 1975. 
P. L. 880 also raises the tax on self- 
employment income. 


STATEHOOD FOR ALASKA AND HAWAII 


— 1 which would provide 
statehood for Alaska and Hawaii was 
recommitted to the House Interior and 
Insular Affairs Committee. 


Sucar Act 


P. L. 545 amends and extends the 
Sugar Act for four years—through 
December 31, 1959—and provides a 
division of the growth market on a 
basis of 55 percent for domestic pro- 
ducers and 45 percent for foreign 
producers. 


TAX AMORTIZATION OF WASTE 
DISPOSAL FACILITIES 


No action was taken on legislation 
to allow for the rapid amortization of 
waste dis: 1 facilities and treatment 
works. he N. C. A. has supported 
such legislation in recent years. 


Texas City TIN SMELTER 


P. L. 608 provides for disposal of 
the government-owned tin smelter at 
Texas City, Tex. The Federal Facili- 
ties Corporation has invited pro 8 
for the lease or purchase this 
facility. 


TRADE AGREEMENTS ACT 


P. L. 86 extends for three years 
through June 30, 1958—the authority 
of tha President to enter into recipro- 
cal trade agreements and to uce 
tariff rates, and establishes new pro- 
cedures for making the tariff juc- 
tions (see INFORMATION of 
June 18, 1955, page 242). 


TRIP-LEASING OF TRUCKS 


P. L. 957 limits the authority of the 
ICC to regulate the terms of tri 
leases for carriers of perishable agri- 
cultural and fishery products (see IN- 
FORMATION LETTER of June 30, 1956, 
page 249) 


Wace-Hour LEGISLATION 


P. L. 381 increased the federal stat- 
utory minimum w from 75 cents 
* 1 an hour, effective March 1, 

Hearings were held in both 1955 
and 1956 by both the Senate and 
House Labor Committees on legisla- 
tion to extend covera under the 
Fair Labor Standards but no ac- 
tion was taken. 


WATER POLLUTION 


P. L. 660 amends and extends the 
Water Pollution Control Act (see IN- 
FORMATION LETTER of June 30, 1956, 
page 245) 


Shipments to the Philippines 


Information needed by U. S. export- 
ers in preparing shipments to the 
Philippines is contained in a new re- 
port by the Bureau of Foreign Com- 


merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 


The report gives current informa- 
tion on how to prepare shipping docu- 
ments, sanitary and other special 
certificates, and describes entry, ware- 
housing, and transit procedures. The 
8-page pamphlet is entitled Preparing 
Shipments to the Philippines and may 
be purchased from Commerce Depart- 
ment field offices or from the Govern- 
ment Printing Office, Washington, 
D. C., for 10 cents a copy. 


Information Letter 


British Token Import Plan 


Applications for a share in the 
initial distribution of quota balances 
under the British Token Import Plan 
must be submitted by August 31, it is 
announced by the U. S. Department 
of Commerce. 


Distribution for 1956 will begin on 
September 1 instead of on October 1 
as in former years. The date was 
advanced to permit firms whose prod- 
ucts are in seasonal demand to make 
fuller use of quota balances, accord- 
ing to the Department’s Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce. 


Before applying for a share of a 
quota balance under the BTIP, an ap- 
plicant must have accepted orders or 
sales contracts. To participate in the 
initial distribution of the balances, he 
must submit application to the Brit- 
ish Token Import Plan Unit, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. 8. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., no later than August 31. 


Canned Food Exports, 1955-56 


Exports of canned fruits and vege- 
tables in fiscal 1955-56 increased 
markedly over shipments of the pre- 
ceding season, continuing the uptrend 
of recent years, according to a report 
by the Foreign Agricultural Service 
of USDA. 


Canned fruit shipments reached an 
estimated total of 240 million pounds 
in 1955-56, largest volume since pre- 
war. This total compares with 194 
million pounds exported in 1954-55 
and 172 million pounds in 1953. 


Chief stimulant to exports of canned 
fruit, according to the FAS, was a 
sale to the United Kingdom under 
the Mutual Security Act. 


Canned vegetable exports totaled an 
estimated 180 million pounds in 1955- 
56. This volume, a 10-year high, 
compares with 158 million pounds in 
1954-55 and 115 million pounds in 
1953-54. 


The FAS noted that Canada’s eco- 
nomic growth has accounted chiefly 
for the larger exports of canned vege- 
tables. Canada takes about half of 
the fruits and vegetables—fresh and 
processed—exported from the United 
States. 


Other factors listed by the FAS 
as contributing to the higher export 
figures include the increased purchas- 
ing power abroad, preference for high 
quality U. S. products, smaller pro- 
duction of some foreign crops, and 
relaxation of import controls. 


Congress R nizes 
Fish and Wildlife Service 


The Fish and Wildlife Service is 
to be reorganized under terms of new 
legislation which is intended to pro- 
vide improved administration of fed- 
eral activities related to fish and wild- 
life and to provide a number of new 
benefits to the fisheries. 


Known as the “Fish and Wildlife 
Act of 1956,” the new law separates 
the FAWS into a Bureau of Com- 
mercial Fisheries and a Bureau of 
Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. Both 
will be administered by a Commis- 
sioner of Fish and Wildlife under the 
supervision of an Assistant Secretary 
of the Interior for Fish and Wildlife. 


The creation of the post of As- 
sistant Secretary for Fish and Wild- 
life sets up an office which approaches 
the status of the cabinet officers func- 
tioning in many of the other impor- 
tant fishing nations. The FAWS 
heretofore has been under the super- 
vision of an Assistant Secretary of 
the Interior having broad responsi- 
bilities in the field of public land 
management. The creation of Bu- 
reaus is regarded by some as an up- 
grading of federal activities in fish 
and wildlife matters. 

All of the functions and jurisdic- 
tion now exercised by the FAWS re- 
lating primarily to commercial fish- 
eries, whales, seals, sea-lions and 
related matters will be transferred 
to the new Bureau of Commercial 
Fisheries. 

The reorganization plan was a com- 
promise between Senate- and House- 


passed bills. It was signed by the 
President August 8 and is P. L. 1024. 


The new law also sets forth a 
comprehensive national declaration of 
policy on fish and wildlife matters. 


P. L. 1024 expands and extends in- 
definitely the so-called Saltonstall- 
Kennedy fishery research and market 
development program, under which 
customs receipts on imports of fishery 
products are made available to the 
Secretary of the Interior to finance 
research. 


The new law also establishes a $10 
million revolving fund for loans for 
financing and refinancing of opera- 
tions, maintenance, replacement, re- 
pair, and equipment of fishing gear 
and vessels, and for research into the 
basic problems of fisheries. 


1956 Canning Trade Almanac 


The 1956 edition of The Canning 
Trade Almanac, the comprehensive 
reference manual on the canning in- 
dustry, has been issued 


This is the 41st annual compilation 
of the industry’s statistics on packs 
and other aspects of the industry; 
food laws and regulations; recom- 
mended container sizes and box dimen- 
sions; labeling requirements; guides 
to machinery and supplies; and other 
data of concern to the canning in- 
dustry. 


Copies of the 1956 Almanac are 


sold by The Canning Trade Almanac, 
20 S. Gay St., Baltimore 2, Md., for $3. 
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